The Baptism of the Lord

January 10, 2021

“One mightier than I is coming
after me. I am not worthy to
stoop and loosen the thongs
of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water; he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”
-Mark 1:7-8
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FROM BISHOP THOMAS
Bishop George Leo Thomas’ Statement on Wednesday’s Violence at the US Capitol
January 6, 2021
Dear Friends in Christ:
We join our voices with people of good will everywhere, condemning the violence and lawlessness that unfolded today
in Washington, D.C.
Along with my fellow Bishops, I strongly condemn the actions of the misguided protesters and anarchists who breached
the Capitol chambers today, wreaking havoc and mayhem while lawmakers debated the certification of the presidential
election results.
I strongly echo the sentiments of Archbishop José Gomez, President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, who
wrote, “This is not who we are as Americans … the peaceful transition of power is one of the hallmarks of this great
nation.”
During these pivotal days, when the nation is already under considerable duress, we turn to the Prince of Peace asking
Him to guard and guide the United States, and to keep us true to our ideals as “One nation, under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.”
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend George Leo Thomas, Ph.D.

Bishop of Las Vegas
GLT\lms

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
This Week 2019

2018

This Week 2019

2018

Sunday Offertory -12/27/20

$30,274

$24,556

$31,948

Christmas Offertory -12/25/20

$45,858

$62,406

$75,068

Online Offertory

$10,074

$5,541

$4,320

Online Offertory

$2,317

$200

$885

Total Offertory

$40,348

$30,097

$36,269

Total Offertory

$48,175

$62,606

$75,953

Poor Box - Poverello House

$64

$214

$936

Second Collection-Parish Projects $10,170

$35,535

$29,275

Christmas Flowers

$4,505

$4,440

$2,004

Electronic Giving
Our parish relies on your consistent financial support to better plan for yearly expenses. There are currently three forms of
electronic giving to create easy opportunities for regular giving:
1. Give online by going to our website and clicking on the “Online Giving” link on our homepage.
2. Give via the GivePlus Church App by going to your App Store and downloading the free app.
3. Give via text by texting the dollar amount to 702.935.1246 and following the instructions.
We thank you in advance for your consistant support.
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FROM FR. AMEH’S DESK
The Baptism of our Lord
Today we celebrate the end of the season of Christmas with the celebration of the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. This marks
a significant point in the adult life of Christ; it leads directly to his public ministry. Though the baptism of John was a baptism
of repentance for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus chose to be baptized by John to “fulfill all righteousness” and to show that
he indeed was the fulfillment of the prophesy of St. John the Baptist. Jesus submitted his will to the Father, he humbled himself
and accepted the pain of the cross on our behalf, “For our sake He made him to be sin who did not know sin, so that we might
become the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Jesus was made to bear the pain of the misery of our sin in order
that we might become the sons and daughters of God.
Today may also be a good day to recall our own baptism. Through our baptism, we become united with Christ and co-heirs of
the kingdom of God. Have we been faithful to our baptismal promises? Have we preferred the light of holiness and grace to the
darkness of sin? Have we always stood on the side of truth and justice? As the celebration of Christmas rolls to a close, may we
continue to spread the message of peace and joy as we return to the ordinary season of our everyday lives.

-Rev. Fr. Mark Thomas Ameh, MSP

Scripture Readings
Today, Sunday

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalms 29:1-4, 9-10; Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11
This Week
Monday: Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalms 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; Mark 1:14-20
Tuesday: Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalms 8:2ab, 5-9; Mark 1:21-28
Wednesday: Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalms 105:1-4, 6-9; Mark 1:29-39
Thursday: Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalms 95:6-7c, 8-11; Mark 1:40-45
Friday: Hebrews 4:1-5, 11; Psalms 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mark 2:1-12
Saturday: Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalms 19:8-10, 15; Mark 2:13-17
Next Sunday
1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19; Psalms 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20; John 1:35-42
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SJHOM FAITH FORMATION
Kris Mulligan, Children’s Faith Formation Minister
kmulligan@stjosephhom.org

Karen Washburn, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Coordinator
kwashburn@stjosephhom.org
Tiffany Madsen, Youth Minister
tmadsen@stjosephhom.org

Weekly Gospel Reflection for Families
The Good News
Most of Mark’s accounts of the events in Jesus’ life are short and to the point. The account of Jesus’ Baptism given
in today’s Gospel illustrates this. In a few brief sentences Mark tells of the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River
by John the Baptist. The brevity of the final verse of the passage makes it unclear whether Jesus alone heard the
voice that came from the heavens, or if everyone who witnessed his Baptism heard the same. What is clear from
the words is the special relationship Jesus had with God the Father.
Reflect
The final words of today’s Gospel are wonderful words for us to bestow upon our children. Who is not encouraged
by the reminder that they are a beloved son or daughter? What child, at any age, does not long to hear from a
parent, “With you I am well pleased?” Today is a good day to think about how often you take the time to lavish
words of love and praise upon your child. Take time to be still and let your heavenly Father lavish those same words
of love and praise upon you.
Share
Set out pictures, candles, white garments, and other reminders of the Baptisms of family members. Recall the
celebrations. Remind your family that the promises made at Baptism include: being taught to practice our faith,
keeping God’s Commandments, and loving God and neighbor. Talk about how family members are living out these
baptismal promises today.
Talk
1. My favorite part of the celebration of Baptism is . . . because . . .
2. One of the baptismal promises I need to work harder at is . . .
3. Someone who makes me feel special and loved is . . .
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Updated Mass Information
We are open in a limited capacity. Currently, we are able to take 250 people per Mass. Our Mass
Schedule is Monday-Friday (8:00 AM), Saturday (8:00 AM, 4:30 PM), and Sunday (8:00 AM, 10:00
AM, 12:00 Noon, 2:00 PM).
We are also able to offer Confession by appointment. Reservations are required for all Masses. To make a reservation
for Mass, You can sign-up online using the links on our homepage (www.stjosephhom.org) or call the parish office
during business hours and speak to a member of our receptionist team. Per Diocesan policy, we are required to lock
the doors once Mass begins. We ask that those with reservations arrive 25-30 minutes early so that everyone can be wellchecked and seated on time. Thank you for your help in this matter.
This week the parish office is open Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, and Saturday from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. During
this time the church is not open for prayer outside of the Mass. Masks must be worn at all times while on our property.
Everyone is required to pass a temperature check. We thank you for your patience and look forward to welcoming you!

Watch Sunday Mass Online
We have returned to very limited Mass capacity, but you can still worship with us online. During this time,
we are streaming the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass on our YouTube channel. To get notifications of these live
streams, please “Like” our channel at www.youtube.com/channel/UC4tXYzcjG5aWCTqdmp0ozYQ.
We look forward to celebrating with you!

Mass Intentions for 2021
Mass Intentions for remaining available dates in 2021 can be scheduled in the Parish Office Monday-Thursday between
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM only. The book will not be available on weekends or evenings.
We will honor up to (3) Mass requests per family and only (1) Mass request may be scheduled per month. Forms will be
accepted in person ONLY on the days/times above, with one form per person. Do not leave your form with a staff
member, as those requests will not be honored. Please fill the form out carefully and clearly, with your parish registration
number on the line provided. The names will be printed exactly as they appear on the form.

How You Can Support Our Mission
We appreciate your financial support during this difficult time, as we depend on your regular giving
to operate. Our parish relies on the constant financial support of the parish, and electronic giving
offers an easy way to give on a regular basis. We have several options for giving, including online
giving, our Give+ App, and even from your phone via text message.
To Give online: simply visit www.stjosephhom.org/finance and click on the Online Giving link.
To Give via our online giving app: GivePlus Church is a mobile giving app that enables you to make one-time or recurring
gifts from your smartphone. Visit your App Store and search for “GivePlus Church” to download the free app.
To Give via Text: Text the dollar amount you would like to give to 702.935.1246 and follow the instructions.
If you have any questions, please contact the Finance Office at 702.363.1902.

We thank you for your support of our mission!
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